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Course Syllabus

HUM 115: Critical Thinking COURSE SYLLABUS
Fall 2025

College Mission: Roanoke-Chowan Community College, a member of the North Carolina Community College System and located in Hertford County, is a public, two-year institution of higher education offering associate degrees, diplomas, certificates, college and career readiness, and customized business and industry training in a variety of delivery modes promoting public service, transfer, and workforce development for a diverse student body, leading them to contribute to the vitality of an increasingly global community.

Syllabus Purpose: A syllabus is a detailed outline of a course's structure, objectives, schedule, assignments, and expectations. It is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor, but with notification. 

GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION
Credit Hours: 3
Contact Hours (Class/Lab): 3 Class
Pre-requisites: None
Co-requisites: None
Class Meeting Day(s): 100% Online
Meeting Times (s): N/A

Course Description
This course introduces the use of critical thinking skills in the context of human conflict. Emphasis is placed on evaluating information, problem solving, approaching cross-cultural perspectives, and resolving controversies and dilemmas. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate orally and in writing the use of critical thinking skills in the analysis of appropriate texts.

Course Structure
This is a 16-week class that is divided into Modules with multiple due dates within each module. Describe the number of weeks of the semester. Assignments open Monday and close on the following Monday. 

Course Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate specific course-related outcomes: 
1. Accurately defined, with depth and breadth, the concept of critical thinking. 
2. Demonstrated self-awareness in analyzing, evaluating, and adjusting your thinking.
3. Demonstrated the use of critical thinking skills in the analysis and evaluation of others' reasoning.
4. Used effective questioning strategies to develop your thinking.
5. Detected and analyzed the use of unethical manipulative strategies in a variety of arguments.
6. Used information critically and ethically in crafting arguments.
7. Applied effective decision-making and problem-solving strategies.

General Education Outcomes (for Gen Ed. Courses and Program Learning Outcomes for CTE courses)
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate specific general education outcomes relevant to the course: 
1. Apply critical thinking skills, enabling them to think logically and solve problems.
2. Apply quantitative reasoning skills to solve problems.

Scholars of Global Distinction Learning Outcomes (Add only if this is an SGD course)
The Scholar of Global Distinction program is a partnership between community colleges and UNC World View. As part of this partnership, community colleges and their faculty commit to develop and offer globally intensive courses and activities through which students can earn a global distinction credential. 

Textbook and Required Supplies
There is no textbook for this course. 

COURSE SCHEDULE
The course schedule outlines the key dates, topics, assignments, and exams for the semester. It is important to review the schedule regularly to stay on track with course requirements and ensure timely completion of assignments. (This schedule is tentative and subject to change. Changes will be announced.)

	Week
	Dates
	Topic/Chapter
	Non-Graded 
Learning Activities
	Graded Assignments/Assessments

	1
	08/18 – 08/25
	Chapter 1: Name of Chapter
	· Read (30 mins)
· Watch Video (20 mins)
· Knowledge Checks (30 mins)
	· Concept Quiz (30 mins)
· Discussion Forum (40 mins)
· Assignment (30 mins)

	2
	8/25 – 9/2
	
	· 
	· 

	3
	9/2 – 9/8
	
	· 
	· 

	4
	9/8 – 9/15
	
	· 
	· 

	5
	9/15 – 9/22
	
	· 
	· 

	6
	9/22 – 9/29
	
	· 
	· 

	7
	9/29 – 10/6
	
	· 
	· 

	8
	10/6 – 10/13
	
	· 
	· 

	9
	10/13 – 10/20 [FB]
	
	· 
	· 

	10
	10/20 – 10/27
	
	· 
	· 

	11
	10/27 – 11/3
	
	· 
	· 

	12
	11/3 – 11/10
	
	· 
	· 

	13
	11/10 – 11/17
	
	· 
	· 

	14
	11/17 – 11/24
	
	· 
	· 

	15
	12/1 – 12/8
	
	· 
	· 

	16
	12/8 – 12/15
	
	· 
	· 



COURSE POLICIES
Grading Policies
Assignments will be graded within one week of their due date, two weeks at the latest, unless otherwise notified.  Late submissions, when permitted, will be graded by the semester's end.  The final grade will be based on the following categories and weights, and the college’s grading scale:

Grading Categories and Weights
	Category
	Percentage of Grade

	Weekly Discussions
	40%

	Tests & Essays
	30%

	Class Exercises
	20%

	Final Exam
	10%



Grading Scale
A (90 – 100);	B (80 – 89); 		C (70 – 79); 		D (60 – 69)		F = Below 60

Class Attendance/Withdrawal Policy
To be considered actively participating in an online course, students must complete work weekly in the course. For in-person classes, actively engaging in class activities constitute participation. For blended and hybrid courses, both participation activities are required to be considered actively participating in the course. 

According to college policy, instructors may withdraw a student for a course: 
· For face-to-face classes: absent 15% of the course total instructional hours
· For online classes: Two consecutive weeks of missed assignments

To ensure you have the best possible experience, it is important that you take responsibility for withdrawing from this or any R-CCC course if you no longer wish to remain enrolled. Please don’t assume you will be automatically dropped if you stop attending. 

After the 60% point in the course, any withdrawal may be recorded as a “W,” “WP,” or “WF.” 

· WP (given when students drop or are dropped from course after the last date to drop without penalty if the student is passing at that time; does not affect a student’s overall GPA)
· WF (given when you drop or are dropped from course for excessive absences after the last date to drop without penalty; is calculated into a student’s overall GPA as an “F”)

Make-up/Late Assignment Policy
All assignments will be due on the assigned due date. Late assignments will only be accepted under exceptional circumstances. Whenever possible, students should discuss any potential delay in submitting work in advance. Acceptance of late work is up to the individual instructor and is handled on a case-by- case basis.

Academic Integrity Policy
Academic Integrity and Honesty
In this course, you are encouraged to not only succeed academically but also grow as an ethical, responsible learner. Demonstrating honesty, integrity, and respect for your own work and the work of others is essential to your academic and personal development.
What Academic Integrity Means
Academic integrity means submitting your own original work and giving proper credit to any sources you use. Upholding this standard is part of being a respectful member of the academic community.
If there is clear evidence of dishonesty—such as cheating or plagiarism—you may be subject to academic penalties, and repeated offenses will be referred to the Executive Vice President of Academic & Student Affairs, in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.
Understanding Plagiarism
Plagiarism occurs when someone uses another person's ideas, words, or work without proper acknowledgment. Sometimes plagiarism is intentional, but it can also happen accidentally. This is why it's important to ask questions if you're ever unsure.
Here are some examples of plagiarism (note: this is not a complete list):
· Copying someone else's words without quotation marks and a citation.
· Including a reference list without citing sources in your paper.
· Using a citation at the end of a paragraph when multiple sentences need individual citations.
· Paraphrasing someone else’s ideas without citing the source.
· Submitting work that was written by someone else.
· Reusing a paper from another course without getting prior approval.
Using Artificial Intelligence Responsibly
In this course, you are expected to submit work that reflects your own effort and understanding. Unless clearly specified by your instructor, you may not use AI tools (like ChatGPT, GrammarlyGO, etc.) to generate or significantly revise your work. Submitting assignments created or heavily assisted by AI is considered academic dishonesty. You may use basic tools for grammar or spell-checking if approved by your instructor. When AI use is permitted for certain assignments, your instructor will give you clear guidance.
How to Avoid Plagiarism or Integrity Violations
· Ask for help: If you’re unsure how to cite something or whether you can reuse your own work, ask!
· Keep your drafts and notes: You may be asked to provide them as proof of your writing process.
· Use citation tools and resources: Use the library, Brainfuse writing center, or citation guides to make sure you’re properly crediting sources.
Consequences of Violations
The first instance of plagiarism or academic dishonesty will typically result in a zero on the assignment or you may be required to redo the assignment with or without penalty and include a written warning. Whether the act was intentional or unintentional will be considered in determining the next steps.

Multiple or serious offenses will be escalated to the Dean of Student Affairs and the Executive Vice President of Academic & Student Affairs, who may impose further disciplinary action in line with the college's Student Code of Conduct.

Communication Policy
Open and respectful communication throughout the course is required. The general rule for faculty and students is to respond within 24 hours. Please use your college email for all course communication. Engage actively on discussion boards—your insights are valuable; but be respectful and supportive of other views.

Technology  Policy
R-CCC uses Moodle as its Learning Management System (LMS). Students will be required to access the platform to view their course syllabus, instructor information, and grades, at a minimum. Online courses and courses with official online components (IN, HY, BL, HyFlex) will also include additional coursework through Moodle.

It is the student’s responsibility to ensure they have access to a reliable internet service to complete course assignments. R-CCC provides access to a campus computer lab with the necessary resources for students to complete assignments on-site. Additionally, students can check out laptops and hotspots from the library for remote access (it’s recommended to do this at the beginning of the semester).

Electronic Communication Device Policy
Cell phones and other personal electronic communication devices must be turned off or silenced during class. Exceptions apply to documented emergency personnel who have communicated their position to the instructor in advance. 

Behavior Policy
A respectful and focused learning environment is essential for effective learning, whether online or in a physical classroom. Students are expected to arrive on time prepared with the required materials, participate appropriately, and show respect to their classmates and instructor. Disruptive behaviors—such as side conversations, inappropriate language, misuse of devices, or any actions that interfere with teaching or learning—will be addressed as needed, and in accordance with the student code of conduct. 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND CAMPUS RESOURCES
Accessibility Services
The College is committed to creating an accessible, inclusive learning environment and fully supports the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). We strive to remove barriers to learning so that all students, including those with disabilities, have the opportunity to reach their full academic potential. For additional information, please refer to the R-CCC Academic Catalog (opens in new window).  Any student seeking accommodation should see the Dean of Student Affairs, Mrs. Danielle Ruffin. 

BrainFuse
Every course includes a link to a free online tutoring service, Brainfuse (Located in the Tutoring and Support section of your online Moodle course). Get academic support by connecting with certified tutors who provide live, on-demand tutoring in a variety of subjects. This service also features a writing lab, an extensive collection of self-guided tools, and an online group meeting area.

Library
The library is an invaluable resource for your academic success, offering access to research materials, databases, study spaces, and expert assistance. Utilizing these resources will support your learning and help you excel in your courses. I strongly encourage you to take full advantage of everything the library has to offer. You can explore the library’s resources and services here: Library Link (opens in a new window).

HC-ECHS Peer Tutoring Program
The HCECHS Peer Tutoring Program supports academic success by helping students maintain an average of 80 or higher. Led by exemplary peer tutors in grades 11-12, the program fosters a collaborative learning environment that promotes academic growth, communication, and problem-solving skills. Students whose academic performance falls below 80 should sign up for tutoring sessions using the Google Form or they may be recommended for tutoring to receive additional support. Additionally, students are welcome to use peer tutoring as a resource for support with specific assignments.

TRiO Support Services
Student Support Services Student Support Services is a federally funded program that offers support services to a specific group of students who may not otherwise achieve their true academic potential. These services include tutoring; counseling; a special study skills course; cultural enrichment activities; and workshops that focus on personal, social, and academic development. The program also has supervised computer labs that offer a wide variety of services to its students. Counseling services at the College support students' personal, academic, and career development through guidance, advising, testing, and referrals as part of the overall educational program. Students are also provided with an array of success workshops and seminars to enhance the student’s academic achievement and career development. Students are seen on an individual basis and are encouraged to schedule appointments; however, walk-ins are welcome. To participate in the program, students must meet certain eligibility requirements and complete an application form, available in the Student Support Services Office. 

Minimum Technical Skills
Students are expected to have basic technical skills for successful participation in this course, including the ability to navigate the Learning Management System (Moodle), use email for communication, complete assignments using word processing software, and conduct online research. It is important to be familiar with these skills to engage effectively in course activities. If you need help refreshing or improving your technical skills, please visit GCF Global (opens in a new window) for helpful tutorials and support.

Prior Knowledge
Optional with links to prior knowledge resources. For example, if the students could benefit from having basic math skills to complete the course, provide a link to online resources such as the Khan Academy or GCFLearn. Providing direct links to the content. 

Course Evaluation
At the end of the course, student evaluations of teaching and learning will be conducted online or in a campus computer lab during class (in person classes). Your participation is encouraged and greatly appreciated, as it provides valuable feedback that helps enhance the quality of instruction and improves the learning experience for all students. Your input plays a key role in shaping the future of the course and ensuring continuous improvement.

CAMPUS PROGRAMS, POLICIES AND INFORMATION
Student Code of Conduct and College Catalog
To ensure a positive experience, please make sure to follow all college policies as failure to do so may be considered a violation of the Student Code of Conduct. I encourage you to review the 'Student Conduct' section and other policies in the College Catalog to familiarize yourself with expectations. You can access the College Catalog online for all policies and curriculum requirements. Additionally, students can locate grievance policy in the College Catalog. Students may locate the College Catalog online (opens in a new window).

Wearing of ID Badges
You are required to always have and display your ID badge when physically on this campus.

QEP Statement
The college’s QEP, CAPS: Career, Advising, Path, Student Success, strengthens academic advising and career planning to improve student success, retention, and completion. Developed with student input, CAPS empowers you to set goals, engage with advisors, and make measurable progress toward your academic and career objectives.

Accreditation
Roanoke-Chowan Community College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates.
		
Title IX Reporting
Roanoke-Chowan Community College encourages students and employees to report sexual harassment/sexual violence to the college’s Title IX Administrators. Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination that is prohibited by Title IX. It creates a hostile environment that is inappropriate for an environment conducive to learning and working. The College takes this very seriously. We are dedicated to providing a safe environment for students and employees and will respond immediately, effectively, and fairly to all complaints. Incidents should be reported to the following:
Compliance Officer (Students)
Mrs. Danielle Ruffin, Dean of Student Affairs
PO Box 1248; 109 Community College Road Ahoskie, NC 27910
Office: Student Services Building, Student Affairs Suite, Office: 111F
E: dpruffin4929@roanokechowan.edu | P: 252-862-1267
Compliance Officer (Staff)
Kimberly C. Lassiter, Executive Director of Human Resources
PO Box 1248; 109 Community College Road Ahoskie, NC 27910
Office: Jernigan Building – Room 105
P: (252) 862-1302 | E: kclassiter@roanokechowan.edu  


INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Instructor Name:
Email:
Phone Number:
Office Location:
Office Hours/Virtual:
Communication: I will respond to all emails within 24 hours, except on days the campus is closed, holidays, and weekends. 

Your instructor is your first point of contact with course questions and concerns. If you cannot reach your instructor after multiple attempts, you may contact the Supervisor Title, add the Supervisor Name at Supervisor’s phone number and email. 
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